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Chapter 1 Introduction

6Fol | owi nSurrounslinggGazagramges Chind

More participatory, the networked population is gaining greai@ccess to

information, more opportunities to engage in public speech, and an enhanced ability

to undertake collective action (é) soci al
nearly all of the worl ddés politicdor moveme
political freedom(Shirky 2011

On 22 April 2011, a Friday morning, Yao Jiaxin, the student murderer, was
finally sentenced to dedthyao knocked down a peasant woman named @Miao
while driving on 28 October2010. Zhang sustained only sliglmjuries from the
traffic accident. However, when Yao got out of his car and saw Zhang jotting down
his license plate number, he stabbed Zhang eight times to death with the knife he
brought with him, because he feared fAPeasa
In China, wherethe death penalty is meted out much more often timaany
ot her country in the world and the idea o
entrenched, few people expected Yao to escape capital punishment, especially when
this is clearly a murdeout of malice rather than a manslaughter. However, on the
News Channel of China Central Television (CCTV), the state broadcaster in China
often viewed as thenouthpieceof the central government, Yao wept in an exclusive
interview for his tragic fall froma genius pianist to a perpetrator and implored for
mercy and forgiveness. A Chinese <criminal
felonyon the state television, which sparked :
guestionable stanck addition,mary excepti ons are made by th
case. When Yao was on open trial on March 23, 400 students were invited to court.
The court claimed that due to the publicity beftiretrial, it is necessary to consult
the public opinion and take it intoccount when passing verdict. So for the first time
in recent years, the court polled the 400 students present for their take on the issue.

LAQ F o \J &  0(Guan zhu jiu shi liliang,Wei Guan gaibian zhonggué. widely circulated
internet memén China. It was first used youthern Weeken@he largest weekly newspaper in China, known for
its investigative journalisirto conclude the democratic power that the Chinese grassroots netizens had

demonstrated by bging during the year 201QWith reference tdttp://www.worldling.cn/u/driftergu
[Blog.aspx/t193)

2 All the onlineincidens cited in this study are edited summaries based on related information retrieved from Sina
Weibo (a leading micrdlogging service in Chinavhich will be detailed in Chapt@) during September
201G July 2011.



http://www.pressinterpreter.org/index.php?q=nanfangzhoumo
http://www.worldling.cn/u/driftergu%20/Blog.aspx/t-193
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|l tds not surprising that the poll shows
asecond chance,asmostoie students come from Yaods
This quickly aroused a heated online condemnation. Netizens mobilized human

flesh search engis&o find out the background of ¥alt is said that his father &
secondary division level veteran. The car he droas v gift from his father, which is
a luxury for most Chinese familieMany netizens cannot help baskwhy CCTV

speaks on behalf of afflicters rather than the afflicted? Is it because they belong to the
privileged clas ? | f Yao wer ewodd theie\sises iéhénsl? A5 o n
consistent and powerful public voice quickly cam®ime i ng: Yao doesnot

live! And finally, the grassroots won artde internet was buzz with cheers for the
victory of the public opinion

Although it has beemiChinaf or onl y a f ew dmpacaahe s, t

C h i npalifics has been highly visiblest as illustrated in the example cited above
The Internehas enable€hinesegrassrootsndividuals to take over large portions of
public discourse thatave formerly been closely controlled by the semiotic power of

the partystate (Zhou 2005) In a country where the government has defended its

prerogative of defining meaning for decades thigsalf is no small featHowever,
what requiresfurtherinvestgation is the mechanisms by which the Interhas lead

to political change This is especially important in the case of China, where the

regime remains authoritarian.

Chinese blogosphere, as a part of Chinegaal public sphere, isturning into
an aena for political debate(Schlaeger 2011)As Schleegerobservesthe role of
Chinese blogospheras an arena for political debattands in sh@ contrast to the

Chinese traditionaimedia which, not surprisingly, usually present the officially
acceptablerersionof socialincidens, andpublic debate does not really take place in

the newspapers or on TVh that context, the blogosphere with éegpability of user
generated content provides opportunitieseiquression of critical opiniorteat would
previously havebeen forbidden in the public sphei®chleeger 2011)To be sure,
blogsdo bring newpolitical dynamics nt o @ublic sBphereshis studyconducs

an investigatiorof various types oflismurses produced @hinese blogospherso as
to detet its mechanisms and democragiotentials The case under study Sina
Weibg, arepresentative of newly emergsuicro-blogging service in China

2.1 Research gquestions and ethodology

Research questions

3 Humanflesh search engines is a Chinese phenomenon: they are a form of online vigilante justice in which
Internet users hunt down and pstmipeople who have attracted their wrath. The goal is to get the targets of a
search fired from their jobs, s hamed -sourced detective wookf
pursued onlind with offline results.(With reference tatp://baike.baidu.com/view/542894.htm

their

he

n
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This study is organized arouadset ofresarchquestions
1. Whatare the contexts of the Chinese blogosphekasweing this question can
help understand the conjuncture frowhich the central research topaf this study
has generatedThe ChineseBlogosphereis not only the result of the intesh
technology, but also the result of long historical¢ialand cultural processes that
contemporary China has gone througmlyOin studyng and theorizing those
contexts can weunderstand what théhineseblogospherétself is.
2. What are the mechams of the Chinese blogosph®ihe answer to this question
is significantfor understanding how ghChinese blogosphere works adiscursive
public spheren an authoritarian regime likehina This question will be tackled at
two different levels:at the micro level,by a case study of Sin&eibo, | try to
figure out themechanism®f a specific micreblogging service; at the maclevel,
the uniqgue mechanisms that the Chinese blogosphere emplogsalive its
democratic potentiakill be investigated.
3. What arethe democraticchanges that the Chinese blogosphere has ®Wtoat 6 s
the point of telling a story the concl usi
As argued by GrossbeK§Gao, Fengk Chen 2010), Cultural studies is committed
to producng knowledge that may heko change the worldso, it is important for
us to investigate t he cbytebipgosphdoer ought t o

Methodology

The methodology developed for this study mainly revolves around internet
ethnograhic fieldwork as well as field work ioffline China.As a method, internet
ethnographic field work can be faster, simpler, and less expensive than ethnography,
and more naturalistic and unobtrusive than focus groups or intarigozinets,

2002. Moreover,as faras this study is concerned, most of the data abeuChinese
blogosphere can only be obtainedm the Internetsoit is natural that useinternet
ethnographic field worlasthe main methodior collecting dataThe general pross

of my internet ethngraphic field workconsists o8 steps:

1. Gaining entry to the Chineseblogosphere

There are a wide range of choices of online communal forms, including blogs,
webrings, chatrooms, SMS(short message serviceglamespaces, bulletin boards,
and mailirg lists. However, | match my research questions and interests to the
blogosphere andhe Chinesdlogosphere is the main field where | conduct my field
work. Before beginning formal data collectiom the Chineseblogosphergl first
initiated contact as garticipantof two leadingblogging services in China: Netease
Blog* and Sina WeibY with the former a resentative opersonablogs in China

and the latter a representative of mibtogs (the equivalent of Twittey.

* With reference tohttp://shy2005mp2007.blog.163.com/
® With reference tohttp://weibo.com/275410390/profile/



http://shy2005mp2007.blog.163.com/
http://weibo.com/275410390/profile/
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| started mypersonalblogging & Netease Blogn 16thJune 2006the second
yearof the emergencef blogging in Chin&, and my micreblog at Sina Weibavas
started onl® October 2010, about one year after the service was launched in August
2009. | postblogs regularlyon these twiloggingservices So far, | have made 565
friends at my Neteasblog and 333 followers at Sina WeibBy blogging and
communicating withmy followers andother bloggers, | have accumulated rich
experiences both as a blogger and an obsantke Chinese blgosphere

2. Data oollection

The methods | use toollect data when conduet online ethnographa fieldwork in
the Chineseblogosphere includeobservation screerprinting, downloadng, and
onlineinterview with some prominent bloggei&/hen | fnd somedata interestingn
the beginning usually conduct éong term observation to judge if it is really relevant
to my research. Wen | have decill that this data is valuablewould collectthe
data by downloading or screen printiagdthenlabelthe ddain a systematic manner
In order to make my observation groundedo my data collection in a continuous
manner as long as new insightse being generated.The following example
illustrated infigure 11 ishow | label the dataollectedfor one casén this paper: the
Nobel Peace Prize cdsin a systematic manner

Figure1.1%:
Data retrieved before 8th C
bl Data retrieved between 9th A
0gs
M 9 b . Data retrieved on 8th Octol texts
| Nobel Peace Prize A s A Data retrieved on 10th Decp L Pictures

In aroot folder namedfiNobel PeacePrized, | store all the data abolobel Peace
Prize that | have collected@his rootfolder has twofoldersat the subdirecty level:
fiblog®d and fimicro-blogs, containing the datahat | collected from blogs and
micro-blogs respectivelyAt the subdirectory levebf both the folderi b | oagds 0
fimicro-blogs, four foldersare listedcontaining dataetrieved in differenperiads of
the Nobel Peace Prizimcident fidata retrieved before™8October 2016, fdata
retrieved on 8 October 2016, fidata retrieved betweer"8ctober 2010 and 10

& Although still debatable, 2005 is generally regarded as the year of the emergencs iof Bliga with the
establishment of thiirst blog service Blogchina/ith reference tdttp://www.blogchina.com)).

7 See the first annual report 6hinese Weiboh(tp://wenku.baidu.com/view/7fe75c88d0d233d4b14e6976)html
8 A case study will be elabatedlater i this chapterrevolving around a Chinese dissident Liu Xiaobo winning
the Nobel Peace Prize 2010.

® For all the figures in this paper: English translated version of the whole figuresisvgien necessary, or, only
the relevant pointare marlked outandtranslated if necessary.
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December 201® and fidata retrieved on 10 December201®'. Further at the

subdirectoryof each of these fouoblders threefoldersare listed containing data of

different medigdypes fAvi deoso, Atextso and Apictureso
According to Kozinet$2002), he limitations of internet ethnographic field work

draw from its more narrow focus onlore communities, its inability to offer the full

and rich detail of lived human experience, the need for researcher interpretive skill,

and the lack of informant identifiers present in the online context that leads to

difficulty generalizing results to gups outside the online community sample.

However, these limitations can be ameliorated somewhat by careful use of convergent

data collection methods that bridge offline and online researchystensatic manner

(Kozinets2002).This is wty | also comluct offline interviews with some bloggers and

try to understanthemand their blogging byace to facecommunicationAll the data

in this studyare citedwith the approval of the interviewees

3. Data analysis
Distinct from data miningrad content angkis, internet ethnographic field work as
methodthat emphasizes the cultural contextualizing of online .datas makes data
analyss a crucial part of this researdhanalyzevarious discourses produced in the
Chinese blogosphere to examimav meanigs are constructed at diffetdavels of a
discourse in a rich conteandto detect thembeddegowerrelations

Discourse is not constructed in a vacuum: in addition to the text, there is the
environment in which the text is produced as well as tidemsocid practice to
which it belongs Jergensen% Philips 2002:68). Blommaert (200556) proposes
more contextualizingpossi bi |l i ti es brought by S ome -
function beyond tb discourse and social structure, thus offering bettesyects for
critical analysis. Thesecontexts are not features of single texts, but of larger
economies of comunication and contextualization

In this study, the potential of the blogosphei@ opening up public discourse
cannot be fully evaluated if thmntext in which it is produced is ignored and if issues
of power involved in this context are natldressed. Savhenconductingdiscourse
analysis, Itry to account for those various sdburses as contextualized activities
rather than as object3o bespecific, | conduct discourse analysisttateedifferent
contextual levelsfirst, at the discourskevel, | interpretthe discoursevith the help of
its preceding and following contextsecond | take the whole Chinese language
online community* as a catext, by examining some related discourdé® other
reports on the same dag, obtain more backgroundformation Moreover | alsotry
to countthewhole China society asantext to dig out thgpower relations hidden in
the contexts beyond the denstrability of language.

1 g October 2010 is the date when the Nobel Peace Prize 2010 was annoufidecei®ber 2010 is the date
when the Nobel Peace Prize 2010 was awarded.
“ The new interpretation of language community can be found in Jan Blain(2@e5).
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1.2 The development ofcivil societyin China

Between the state and the massirafividuals there is anotharongovernmental
realm. Civil society is usuallyused to refer to @mongovernmentaarera (McAfee
2009)

The emergencef a nascent civil society in China finds its rootsGrh i na 0 s
economic and social reform process initiated ihet late 1970s(Moore2001)
According toEdele (2005), at least twabnsequense o f  @donomia ldbeming
can be recognizedOne isthe growing income disparitiesA middle class with a
stronger economic base and higher education has started to emerge in seaside cities,
while many rural regions in the western parts of China remain extremely Hu®r
other is environmental degradation and puibn. Faced with pressing sociahd
environmental problems, the Chinese government increasingly finds its own
capabilities insufficient to addreghem. Thisis why the governmenthas been
transferring some of its functions to a variety of social gro8pxe the early 1990s,
the Chinese government has been advocati neg
government, and the nanmberi amd yadiety of najovernmental
organizations (NGOs), and their role in society at large, has significactiyased.

At the end of 2008, there were 414,0060sand 1597%oundations in Chin&

So, it is fair to say that a burgeoning civil society is developing im&hi
According toCivil Society Index Report for Chir@006)>, the development of civil
society n Chinaprovides at leaghreepositivefactors infavor of the emergence &

Chinese online public spheref which, theblogospheras an important partFirst it

has increased social space. Various NGOs provide a third space besides the
statecontroled public space and private spawadiich enables grassroots Chinese to

get together anddiscuss publiconcers. Secondthe emergence of civil society has
increased sociatoncernsNGOs 6 act i vi t ramgs of ssuesa@hinaa wi de
while they areparticularly wellrepresented in the fields of environmental protection,
poverty alleviation, trade promotion and community development. Their activities

hel p ar os awarenpss of fhosedal concermas we |l | as educate
respondbility as public citizens. Third as the backbonef this budding civil society,

the rising middle classhas developea@ workablerelationship with the statevhich

enables them tooexst peacefully with authoritarian government$ie middle class

does so based orl&interest while beingvary of how its actions are perceived by
authorities, thus managing pratesarefully so ittcan continue to reap the economic

rewards of state capitalism. Consequently, any move towards democratic structures
facilitated throughmobile communication will be slow and carefully managed in a

12 This data was declared by Huang Fujin, a senior Chinese government official at The First World Large Scale
Foundations Forum in Beijing oi'"®ecember 2009With reference to
http://news.xinhuanet.com/politics/20A2/09/content 12618917.hfm

13 A report about the development of Chinese civil society, written by NGO Research Center, SPPM, Tsinghua
University. (With reference tdttp://www.civicus.org/new/media/CSI_China_ExecutiveSummary.pdf
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way that benefitsgovernmentand the current power structure, especially when
focusing on politically and socially sens#i issuesin a period in which Chinese
society is undergoing rapid transfanat i o n, both the individua
themselves politically and the stateb6s abi
cannot be underestimaté@hou 2005) This kind of negotiating between Chinese
individuals and the goverrent set the basitone for theircommunication in the
blogosphere.
However civil society in China is far frona well-developed oneAs Zhu (2004)
observedthe emerging grassroots NGOs in China are facing various problems, such
as whether their status is legal or not, ek of human resources and funds, and the
need for building up creditability and populari@hfu 2004). Legal organizations such
as trade unions, business associations and professional associations are limited in
facilitating the civil society in Chinauk to their dependence on the state, both
economically anchdministratively YWank 1995, 75; Whitet al 1996 Zhang2007)
None of them are allowed to conduct any @uvernment democratic activitiek
one word, he degee of agency, or autonomy 6hina 6 s society is still ery low
due to the authoritarian regim&his, on the bright side, makes it necessary and
natural for thepolitically restrained unnamed individuals tion to the Internet and
continue taransform the public spad® bloggingbeyond the state control.

1.3 The development ofmass nediain China

Among the factors that contribute to the makeof a public sphere, the media plays
the most crucial functio (Panikkar 2004) Panikkar argues thathé mutual
relationship between thestate and the media, either as oppositional or as
complementary, is influenced, among othessthe nature of intervention ltlge state
in the public sphere.

According toSun & Chang2001) before Chinese reformation thelate 1970s,
the massnedia ha been subjected to government contrbhe recruiment of
personnel as well athe editorial guidelinesvas all decided by the government
Medi a di dn 6 tmuch ealmdt markstor ceadership because they were
financially supported by government sildies This allows the party stateto
manipulate and centralize the information flow to create amdepve a political
homogeneity. The predominant role of all media was as an organ of the party, with
their political orientation and fundamental policiespending largely or totally on
those of the Party. They functioned atool for the Party and government to create
and disseminate political propaganda, rather than acting as a public sphere for citizens
to disciss public and politicalssues $un & Chag 2001). The concept regarding
massmediaas a publicsphereseems alien andontradictoryto the concept of the
party state

10
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When Chinastartedeconomicreformation the Chinesemedia also started to
change. Thearty stateeduced their financial suppddr the media gradually, which
means that most media have to rely on themselves financially. As a result, media are
becoming increasingly commercialized, with their commercial attributes admitted.
Media have had to take market and economic factors intouat in their daily
decisionmaking, including struggling to enhance their reputation and audience in
order to take advantage of those revenue sources tied to audiérereg& Bates
2008) Keen market competition has acted as a stimulus for shiftinganoeditent
and coverage to come closer to reflecting the interests and needs of the general public;
pursuing their own professional goals and interests while at the sameetiimtggshe
audience (LR002).

According to Wang and Bates (2008)rishg this processChinesemediahave
developed a certain level of editorial freedom and independence, gradually.
Government controlstill exists but media in China have becormmsore of a
communicating channel botbr governmentind ordinary people, rather tharsj the
Amout h and t hrMedd siart wpiay a rblee alkeiga limiyed one, on
public concerns suclas anticorruption.They not only keep people better informed,
but also increase awareness of thaghts As aresult, people have a greatend
clearer sense of their rights, obligations and responsibilities, as well as common
values of society. They become more active in speaking out and making suggestions
on how to run a better society, encouraged by reformations in thiegdgdrocess rad
in themedia (i 2002).

However, the Partydtill maintains its political control overthose financially
indepemlent massnedia. The direct evidence is thatetChinese citizens are
forbiddento express dissent regarding politics tha mass medidf any mass media
dares to gaacross the line, they will be warned, punished or stop@ea: ofthe
ethnographees for this studgpng Xiaoyué®, who hadbeen theformer chief editor
of a leading criticahewgpaper in China, was foed to quitfor an artide criticizing
the dictatorship of theparty state The restraints fromgovernmentprevent the
traditional mass media from playing its full role as thdclwdog on behalf of the
public, which has accel atoladk®rdewdiswrgve e 6 s
spaces.

It is within this context that the blogosphebegins to grow and diffuse.
Adoption and use of blogsavebeen rapid and widesgad, which will be elaborated
in the following sectionFollowing upthe achievements made GOs andmass
media,the Chinese blogosphestartsto take the lead in transforming Chinese public
space

14 He is one of the important ethnographees in this study. More detailed information about him will be given in
Chapter 2.
11
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1.4 The Internet and internet censorshipin China

The potential extent ahe Internetis delineated by two major factors: the technical
properties and the sizé the internet itself, and the amount and kind of Internet use
among the population (Wetes 2009).In the Chinese case, the technical properties of
the Internet include complex content and ascesntrols stemming from Chidas
internet regulations. The sand factor, the question of how far the Internet reaches a
broadly defined global Chinese popudat can be answered by the following figures
which demonstrate wide penetration dinterneg i nt o Chi nese peopl eds
According to the 2fh Statistical Rport on Interet Developmenin China”>,
there arel57 million netizensn Chinaand he penetratiolmasachieved7%.The size
of this large online population forms a huge marketpfacedeas.Hartford (2000
255 has suggested that theternet developm@ in Chinawoul d resul t i n
inexoraility of the political opening - alternative sources of information,
communications channels eyw d g o v e r n mMardovercZbemg and W .
(2005 525 havefound that the Interneseems to have made a more sabsal
political impact in China than in democratic countries. They cite a litany of public
opinion results in support of their point. In China, nearly 80% of the people think that
by using the Internet they can better understand politics, compared tan48té
United States, 31% in Japan, and 48% in South Korea. Further, nearly 61% of Internet
users in China think that by using the Internet, they can havetmeay about what
the governmentloes, compared to 20% in the United States, 24% in Japa@6&nd
in South Korea They attribute the difference to a perception that in democratic
countries, people have channels beythlnternet to express personal opinions and

to participatenpubl i ¢ affairs, while in @Gdivena peop
venues
Whi | e Chinabds constitut i onhe goveanmemtnt e e s f

empl oys a fAsubversion of state poviter o cl au
Chinaemploysan Internet censorshigystem which is widely considered to be one of

the most sophisticated in the wofidBacked by more than 4@ws and regulations,

the PRCtries tocontrol thelnternet by means of the following:

Legislation

All internet service providers in China have to get registered to get a license.
Nontlicensed Websites are forbidden to publish new information but only those
already released publicly by other news media.

Technological projects

15 published by China Inteet Network Information Center (CNNIC)  ( With reference to
http://www1.cnnic.cn/uploadfiles/pdf/2011/2/28/153752)pdf
18 See research profiles of China at The OpenNet Initiatittp:/opennet.net/research/profiles/china

12
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The most welknown technological project i§he Golden Shield Projectvhich is
owned by the Ministry of Public Securitf the People's Republic of China, known
outside of mainland China as the Great Firewall of Chiaording to Clayton,
MurdochandWatson 2006, the system blocks content byirmidentng IP addresses
from being routed through. It consists of stand@elvalls and proxy servers at the
Internet gateways. Another technological project for censorshipei$&Sreen Dam
Youth Escort’. In 2009, the authorities forced manufacturers to ship machines to be
sold in mainland China with the Green Dam software, arahufacturers were
required to report the number of machines shipped with the softwa@/ésnment

The official statement claimed its objective was "to build a green, healthy, and
harmonious online environment, and to avoid the effects on and the ipgisdrour
youth's minds by harmful information on the internet”, but it is really a thinly
concealed attempt lgovernmento expand censorship.

Self-censorship

A very effective type ofinternet censotgp in Chinacan becalledipanopti cono
(Boyle 1997 Tsui200]). According to Tsui (2001: 12 4 ) , A p aonigindly i cono
refers to a type of prisora Greekb ased neol s gies m gfThetesignz 10 |

of the Panopticon is crafted so that all cells can be viewed from one central position

and that prisners cannot tell whether they are being watched, and thus a fear of

constant surveillance is induced. The constant fear of being watched regulated the
prisoners and behavobruBcoeydl e pprrooppeorsoepsvatized mo d e | 4
Panopt,iwkiah sesldt@ddecentralizenu | t i pl e i n satoptioo@mdts of t h
is based on the notion of implementing the regime into the architecture to avoid the

neal for policing after the facfThe privatized Panopticons are responsible for what

happens on their part d¢iie network, resulting in a high degree of geljulation.

Given Chinab6s pol ifigamrap tenecnmgesseldoemasnip | t he
through the perception that users are being watched. The enforcement of censorship
creates a chilling effect wheredividuals and businesses willingly censor their own
communications to avoid legal and economic repercussions.

In the following section, | will discusa case studyfdhe censorship exercised
by the party stateduring an incidentwhich caught worldwid attentionin the year
201Q i.e. the Chinese dissident Liu Xiaobo winnthg Nobel Peace PriZer 2010

During thisincident Chinese govementutilized all possible means toguent
netizensfrom obtaining information about Liu Xiaobo and his winnioigthe Nobel
Peace Prize. With th&reat Fire Wall, the official website ahe Nobel Prize
Committee was blockeds shown irfigure 1.2. Googleandinternational interactive
medialike FacebookYouTubeand Twiter have experienced the same fate.

7 The data concerninthe Green Dam Youth Escavereretrieved from the official website for this project:
http://211.103.158.33/lvhang/
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Figure 1.2: What te official website ofthe Nobel Prize Committeoked like in China during
theNobel Peace Prizecident

Hitik @) é:] http://nobelprize. orgfnobel_prizes/peace/laureates/2010/index. htm]l

EEESHRANHAATHE. PRAIRBIIEFER , REEZRE AR
ERINRIE .

TheEnglish translad webpage

This pagecannot be played.

The pag you are looking foiis currently unavailable. The wetsimight be experiencin
technicaldifficulties; you may need to adjust your browser settings.

Domestically, brums, blogsBBS (bulletin board systemspMSand other interactive
meda were forbidden to publicize any information about the Nobel Pn@dent a
massive group of online policemen wereyousr e movi ng any post ment
Pri @ e duiXL a o bEwea thecarfully crafted article writterby Han Han-
Chi nads mo writer anahdublicirgetiectuakvio is also weltknown for hs
high techniques ofgetting around censorship was deleted immediatelyby
webmastersOn the early morning of "0October 2010, the second day of the
announcemenof Liu Xiaobo winning the NobePeacePrize, HanHan posted his
articletitled on 8"Octobe 2010in his bbg at a leading portal in China, Sicem but
this articlewas deletedimmediatelyand replaced by cell phoneadvertisemengas
shown infigure 1.3.
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Figurel.3: Han Had s

TA¥H

b | "Ogtober 201®

d‘ ‘0‘ October 8 2010, the time of the anouncemnet of Nobel Peace Prize

01010508

hé‘l-)'log.gi‘ng was replé:ed by a céll phone

advertisement

During thosesensitive momeis, on SinaWeibo, a leadingmicro-blogging service in

Chinag the fitopic searching

f u nvad disabledas illustrated iffigure 14 a and

figure 14 b. Figure 1.4 as whatmy SinaWeibohomepagédookslike beforeand after

the Nobel Prizelncident in the searchbar (

searching byontent (’

), two options are availai

) or by name of thdlogger ( % ). Figurel.4 b is what

happened on "8 October 2010in the searchbar, the topic searching optidms

disappeared, leaving % alone.

Figurel.4 a

Figure1.4 b:
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Searching by topic or blogger] Searching by blogger
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At the same timea sensitive word filtering systewas enforcedandtyping fi
0 (Nobel) into the searcharwould resulin nothingas showrn figure 15.

Figure1.5:

A & RNEF BR

MR N

HOLAP, OB%H OfX OFX @

FARGERKE S I/RTEXGE

TheEnglish translated webpage

| |

i 8rry, nothing aboutNobélas been foundo.

The followingis my own censorship storgn Sina Weibo during the Nobel Prize
incident On 16"Deember2010, theNobel Prize ceremony for 20vas held in Oslo
without the Peace Prize Winndriu Xiaobo, and he was represented by an empty
chair. After | learned thifrom the Internet] composed a very shosentence about

the empty chair and t hAn emgy ohaimoanhauimggvh i ¢ h
melody, and a sincerstory0  aposted iton my SinaWeibo. Immediatelyone of

my followerscommented on this post as showffiigure 1.6.

Figure 1.6: One of my posts on my Sina Weibo

S Cov, £n

.,P)'F;‘,.'-:'mr!‘.! 3 r ¥, £F) O 1

imaginat i onQO8

s : ] e o _i:l ¥ I A TONOH

< e : ) An empty chair, a haunting melody,
POV ATy -, HES- - L ” A

and a sincere story.

- [aeq ) i

K R e O ) So romantic!
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However, when | tried to respond to 1 G comment, a notice popped
outs a y i Sorgy, thisfpost had already been deleted, you cannot comment, @s it.
marked outn figure 1.7.

Figurel.7:
' i . 3 QO I e 306 22
imaginat ion008 - s » 2=
i “ISorry, this post had already been
B i deleted, you cannot comment on it.” SOV % 65 W0
L A £ S0 i ikt
! | mesiesT , I ASEEng ] A AT
. : . x . mEEay

IR, (TERNEBER. Eieive.

I AN O
=

Bt

& 1% e i

- L & § 1 Y

- (e ) b iy n’u
E] M pe s Braao ety T

Nl EHEe

During theincident the Global Time¥ published the results of a telephguall of

866 Beijing, ShanghaandGuangzhouesidents, which the journal said was chosen at
random. Theournal said there was a low recognition of Liu among the public in
China, as more than 75 percent of respondents had no idea who the winner of the
Nobel Peace Prizeag”°. This result of the polshould be attributed to the effective
work done by the powerful censoring machine.

18 Global Times is one of the mouth pés of the party state in English towards the outside world. ( With

reference tdnttp://www.globaltimes.cn/www/english/languape/

19 6 of 10 Chinese demand Norway apologize: sur@ybal Times18 October 2010. Their purpose for

conducting this survey is to show the world that most Chi
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Chapter 2 The Chinese Blogosphere

2.1 A general introduction of the Chineseblogosphere

Since first coined on September 10, 1989Brad L. Graham, as a joReand then
re-coined in 2002 byilliam Quick?:, the termfi b | o g @ sv@shyaiakly adopted

and propagated by tH#ogcommunity.It is of merit to turn to Wikipedia, in many
ways the definite source of public wisdom on topics related to the Internet for a well
acknowledged definitionThe definition of the blogosphere given byikipedia?
emphasizes its connotation of community and its function as a public space:
i T Iblegospheres made up of all blogs and their interconnections. The term implies
that blogs existogether as a connected community (or as a collection of connected
communities) or as a social network in which everyday authors can publish their
opinion s Thé blogosphere has been increasingly treatedgasige of public opinion,
and it has been cited both academic and neaacademic worlas evidence of rising
resistance tglobalizationvoter fatigue and many other phenomen@eren
2006, and also in reference to identifying influential blogggxgarwal etal 2008).

In China, the blogosphere is turning into an arena for grassrabtédualsto
express their opinions and conduct political debEte. country recorded its first blog
in August 2002. Up to 2009, there had been more than 100 million blogs, a growth of
some 6.38 percent from the end of November 2003p till Jure 2009, China
Blogger Scale has already readtito 181 million. The propontin of the Netizens
with blogs is 53.8%.

According to Luo (2007), he development of blagphere in Gina can e
divided into two phasedVhen the Internet was introduced into China in 1996, its
democratizing potential and powsas underesmated bythe government. Therefore
few restrictions were initially imposed on ihsteadthe goverrment provided darge
amount of free web space to individual users. It was at that time that BBS flourished.

20 With reference to_http://www.bradlands.com/weblaggmments/september_10_1999/

2L With reference toDailyPundit.com via
http://web.archive.org/web/20071227073108/http://www.iw3p.com/DailyPundit/2001_12 30 dailypundit_archive
-php

22 http://en.wikipediaorg/wiki/BlogosphereWhile Wikipedia's authdty varies from one subjetb the next,
descriptions of technical topics are generally quite thorough (Puschmann 2010).

2 Xinhua News Agency January 7, 200@ith reference to

http://www.china.org.cn/china/news/2009/07/content 17067885.h)m

24 CNNIC report in June 201{With referenced
http://www.resonancechina.com/2010/05/21/chib&% million-bloggers)
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Those engged in current affairs, such aation Strengthemg Forum® and
Development Forufi are especially popular. Becausegufvernmerd s i deol ogi c a
monopoly in the other forms of mass media, Internet forums have become a major
venue for the public to exchange information and voice their opireanpolitical
issuesThese smalkcale online discussion forums are the germ of the blogosphere in
China.

With the flourishment of online forums, the government became wathe
effect of counter discourses creatmud circulated on the Interneh series of new
laws and regulations werissued seeking to controtliscussion on forums and on
otherinteractiveweb domainslt was at that momenhata posting censorshigystem
and keyword filtering as a censorship measure were put into force.

The emergence of blogsné micreblogs in China since 2005 marks the
beginning of the second phase of the development of the Chinese blogosphere.
Blogging as a new media provides the grassroots equal opportunities for becoming a
journalist, a commentator and even a public opineader at a low cosBlogs and
micro-blogs start totakeleadin f or mu |l at i angne @uhblic sphaieand
bl ogosphere becomes the mos.t vibrant part

However, tallenges in recent years to authoritarian governments around the
globe, especially the African revolutions, plus violent uprisings in parts of China itself
have made Chinese authorities increasingly wary of leaving such an open discursive
blogosphereunchecked, the medium some officials see as central to fanning the
flames of unrestOn 25 May 2011,China made public the fact that they have a
division in their military based solely on the intefeThey claimthatthis division,
call ed AOnNI |speeiali&s$ inabemtacksgnd itsgoal isto increase the
sealrity of the hterne and to pincidentattacks on itAlthough people doutthe real
task of this army, therss no doubt that the PRC has quickened its paveaternet
control.

The restricting policies posed negative influence on the development of
blogosphereHowever, nost bloggersnanage tdind innovative ways to minimize or
bypass the restraining efforts argk tblogospheréas gradually started to work as
public spherdor the grassroot® discuss public affairs and influence galgolicy. It
is proved in Chindhat once you allow access to a wider range of communication
sources, and open the door to public expression and debate, it is hard to reverse the
course and return to a closeddi@esystem again.

2.2 Case study: Sina Weiba@and its functioning mechanisms

25 With reference tdttp://bbs1.people.com.cn/boardList.do?action=postList&boardid=1
26 With reference tdttp:/forum.home.news.cn/tithread/50/0/1.html
27 With reference tduttp://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90001/90776/90786/7392068.html
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Blogospheres constituted mainly by blogs and midtogs, in whichblogis the

conventional form anchicro-blog is the newly emerged but increasingly popular one.
Conventional blogs used to contain properly composed entries, arrangeelierse

chronological order. Some ofdlentries were verin-depth Over time, blogging has

given way to micreblogging(Shakeel 2010Micro-bloggingis a broadcast medium

in the form ofblogging. As a whole, micrebloggingessentially means that posted

entries Wil be short, very concise tegaplan & HaenleR011).Distinct from

traditional mediausers can post miciologging via their cell phones, pagers and

other mobile devices, makingaimindependent of desktop (or even laptop)

computers, which in addition to beitegs portable take relatively long to start up and

cannot be comfortably usedany given environmenthakeel 2010)This makes
micro-bloggingrelatively inexpensive and aessible to enable ganeto publish or

access informatio(Benkler2006. In the Arab revolutionand revolts of 201,Isocial

media like Facebook and Twittdid not cause theevolution but they did speed up

the process by helping to organthe revolutionaries, transmit their message to the

world and galvanize international suppds one Caio activist succinctly put ifiwe

use ficebooko schedule the protests, Twitter to coordinate,YamaTube to tell the

wor PPdil®m the same way that pamphlets didnot
social media didndét cause the Egyptian rev
theNev America Foundationds Open Technol ogy |
become the pamphlets of the 21st century, a way that people who are frustrated with

the status quo can organize themselves and coordinate protest, and in the case of
Egypt, r?2volution. o

Micro-blogging has been mminent in China since the 1990 Although
Facebook and Twitter receive a lot of negative press in China, social activity is still
alive with localsocial platformsThe most popular platformsclude Tencent (the
equivalent of Skype), RenRen (the equivalentFatebook and Sina Weibo(the
equivalent of Twitter)China shut down Twitter access after it was used to transmit
images and messages aboots againsthe governmenin western China. You Tube
and several soci@etworkingsie s r ecei ved aschiefconceraliesif at e . P
the Internet's power to mobilize. Howevéne CCPencourage leading domestic
portds to develop localmicro-blogging services. Micro-blogging services are
gradually taking the lead in formulatir@hinese blogospheira China In this study,
we investigata leadingMicro-bloggingservicein China,Sina Weibo

SinaWeibowas modeled after Twittetts micrablogging servicewas launched
on 28 August 2009 and had attracted 50 million users by NoveP@i€°. Unlike
Twitter, Sina Weibo is in Chinese,which makes it the preferred choice for the

28 With reference tdttp://www.millermccune.com/politics/theascadinegffectsof-the-arabspring 28575/
2% With reference tdttp://www.wired.com/epicenter/2011/02/egypéevolutionaryfire/

%0 Chinese portal website Sina.com has published its first white paper targeting the Chinedgoniorarket.
(With reference tohttp://hi.baidu.com/zhaoquanyi/blog/item/23552b2d61097e3a349bf75a.html
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Chinese usersSinaWeibo is one of the few micrblogging services wh are stl
f ound o ninteét,i aftea thes CCP banned Twitter and similar services for
refusing CCP to monitor their content. With millions of posts every day and an
exponentially growing population, ststics have shown thaBinaWeibo is the top
micro-blog service in Chinf. These statistics were based on indices, including brand
recognition and frequency of users.

While SinaWeibo essentially uses the same concept as Twitter, there are some
differences in mechanisms which ensure its survindl@ospeang in Chinas unique
social and political environmemt which it is placed

Stringent selfcensorshifs

Unlike Twitter, the users @dinaWeiborisk having their blogs deleted by moderators,
if their blogs contain anything deemed politlgagensitive. In ChinaSinaWeibo is
best known for itdblogging platform, and is among timeost widely read blogging
platforms in tle world.SinaWeibois fully aware of the limits in which it can operate.
The borders in whiclsinaWeibo can maintain its funionality are guarded by a tea

of moderators. Upon discoveryhey remove any politicBl sensitive blog
immediately and during certain sensitineidens, e.g. the controversial Nobel Peace
Prize awarding, they disabled the topidices for a certain aount of time. In
general,Sina Weibo plays nice withChinese government. This is one of the basic
mechanisms that ensusmaWeibadd s sur vi val and prospering i

Multi -functional mediating system
Blogosphers are mediated spaces of discouiSma Weibo has a more powerful
multi-functiond mediating system comparedTavitter.

First, ln 1 i ke Twi t t S&inabWeibali s e wloimemedn t s do not
independently in the feed; instead, they are listed under the entry, more like a
traditional blog. All dscussion around a single miebtog entry, therefore, can be
seen easily in one place. This is similar with the following comments of traditional
blog or a post on BBS, which helps the participants to learn the general story of the
issue very quickly, anthakes it easier for them to comment on the same topic as soon
as possible.

Secondly, orSinaWeibo, embedded picture anddeo attachments allow users
to attach pictures, video and audio to their postisgenething onean't do easily
with Twitter. Byclicking on thumbnails that can be easily added to any entry, pictures
or video can be viewed without leaving the page.

Thirdly, the portal page obinaWeibo features far more than that of Twitter,
with extensive lists including rankings for individuantry, topic, and user popularity.

Lastly, SinaWeiboboasts arfi e a g e r 0 URU-$horterang furction. Enter
any AfAhtt p:-redarélléess a léndthne & will be shortened to something like
Aht SimaWeibar | . cn/ kIl j I kj o.

31 Seeahove.
21



&ollowing is power, 8rroundingGaze changes Chire2011

These functins povide more choices for bloggets get information, post
messages and comment on other blogs. This makesWeibo a fast and efficient
information mediating system.

Real name system

Although Twitter has now brought them in, verified real name @uiso area

prominent feature ofina Weibg, they are given out more readily to all kinds of

celebrities and brands. Everyrified account receivesfav 0 at eveosy entry t
Dahlberg (200p proposed sincerity as omé the criteria that @pace musineet in

order tobe considered a public sphere. The participants pulaic sphere must

appear to be believable to each other and the outsidie fHbuser1999. The real

name accounts ensutee credibility of theSinaWeiboas ablogosphere

So in aim, it is these mechanisnmbat support Sina Weibo to survive and prosper
in the special political environment of China and contribute to the emergence of
Chinese blogosphere.

2.3 The democratic potential ofthe Chinese blogosphere

As McDorman (2001) rgues, the internet encourages not only more mean
individual participation but also a more egalitarian dialogue. Increased partic
and dialogue enhance the prospects of successful mobilization against the au
Shirky (20D) also argueshat as the communications landscape gets denser
complex, and more participatory, the networked grassroots are gaining
opportunities to engage in public discourse, and an enhanced ability to ur
collective action.Therefore, it is not innment to think that the democratic po
geneated in blogosphere caparkand accelerate revolutionary changeand this he
already been provdoy the revalitions in Egypt, TuniandLibya.

However,the potential ofpolitics in blogospheralso depends on the cultyra
economic and political settings in which the network is placed. In a ‘ogmdrolled
political system like China, what is hagning in the blogospheare mostly politics
carried out on the micrdiscursive level, which would lead to subtle social pesg
in bottomup manner rather than a radical revolutionary chdhige201). Hu claims
that Twitter and all its clones (the various social media offered by major portals) have
become important tools in China for organizing activism like social resistamte
civic investigaton But r at her 't han |hearguesrthgtsacial a A Tw
media would lead to more subtle social progress in ChinaChinese case confirms
Shirkyd §2011) argument that the real power of social media lies in suppasivig
society and the public sphere, with impacts that should be measured in years and
decades, not weeks or months.
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The forms of politicooccurring in the Chinese blogospharre at te same time
belonging to grassroots politiche grassroots can be ohefd asthe bottom of the
political pyrami d, opposite the fdestablist
establishment concentrates power in relatively few peoptaa highest echelons of
power,the grassroots includes virtually everyone else, ticosemon people who do
not necessarily hold any political office and who may even be getting their first taste
of politics in a particular causé. Politicalfreedom is a major concern of
thegrassroots politicd-reedom of speednd the right to protest are essential
to grassrootpolitics. People in Western society can take these right for granted, but
there are still many countries in which one can be imprisoned for protesting.

The politis happening in the Chinese blogosphere are true grassroots
movements, of which, the direction, message and methodology are all driven from the
groundup.

In our case studyl have observed twdypes of grassrootpolitics in Sina
Weibaq i.e., Wei Guan antlVhistle-blowing, which arebothconductedn a discursive
and bottomup mannerBy a closeanalysisof the discourses produced in Sina Weibo,
| try to detectthe meanigs and power relationembeddedso as toexgore the
democratic potentiaf Chinese ligosphere

2.3.1Grassroots politics tWeiGuan(isur rounding gazeo
Wei Guan meaningi s u r r o u n ds arbgvord faragathynvented byChinese
writer Lu Xurf®, this term describethe cultural phenomenon of Chinese whould
look on indifferently as their fellows wee subjected toinjustices.Wei Guanhas
taken on a new and different meaninghe Internet age. The temow poinsto the
social and political possibilities ohew communications, such as blogs and
micro-blogs, which might promote @ange by gathering public mpon around
controversial socialncidens through discursive activities conducted by grassroots
netizensat the micrelevel. As pointed out by HuYee 2011) the change in this
expression stems from thiageof the Internet inwhich we now find ourselves, and
especiallyafterthe emergence dilogospherePut another way, there has been some
evolution of Wei Guanin the era of Internet. In the process of this evolution what
mightbe cal |l ed @At he oledmergedc s of Weii Guan
As Twitter-like micro-blogging servicespreadsn Ching the number of virtual
byganders has grown exponentialgndWei Guanhas becme an important form of
virtual grassroots politicd_et ushave a look at howeopleWei Guanon SinaWeibo
throughtwo case¥’

Caseonen Yi huang dneidamtd i t i on

32 This definition of grassroots is taken frdtiow the grassroots worka newsletter aenewamerica.corfWith
reference tdttp://www.renewamerica.com/grassroots.tm

33 Lu Xun (September 25, 18810ctober 19, 1936) is one of the major Chinesiéersof the 20th century.
Considered by many to be the founder of modern Chinese literature, he wratkua(the vernacular) as well
asclassical Chinesd.u Xun was ashort storywriter, editor, translator critic, essayisand poet.

34 The description of these two cases is based oimttienation obtained from Sin&/eibo.
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In Yihuang CountyJiangxiProvince several officials were removed from their posts
in SeptembeR010after three residents set themselves on fire in protest at the forced
demolition of their homé& one d whom later died.

Mainstream media were initially silent on the news. But when the daughters of
one of the victims were stopped as they tried to travel to Beijing to petition authorities
over the case, they reached out to Chinese journalists forahdlfneir plight was
broadcat and seen bynillions on social media likeSina Weibo. These reporters
posted their story on the Internet and soon a huge online campaign for their cause
sprang up. A few days later, authorities announced the suspension ofitresoff
including a local Communist Party chief.

Case two WAanNg Pengtrans-provincial arrest incidento
Wang Peng, a college graduate who worke@ansu province, kept writing posts on
the nternet to disclose that his former classmateJvgjing was ilegally employed
as a public servant through an improper entrance exam conducted by Ningxia
autonomous Region Government with the help
government officials. On 2 December 2010, Wamdno wasworking in Gansu
province,was arrested by the locpblice attached tthe Ningxia autonomouggion,
which technicallyisatrangr ovi nci al arrest. Obviously, W
to do with Mads parents.

This news rapidly spread across Siaibo. From 2 to 4 December, mdfrean
10,000 comments were made on this topic. Most of the bloggers condemned the local
pol i ceds abuse of power , guestioning what
Such huge pressure exerted thie Internet finally urged the local government to
releag Wangonly two days after his arrest.

To concludeWei Guanis the minimum level of public participation. In fact, it is
very far from the kind of politics in which people participate, reach a consensus, make
decisons, and then act. Thereforeéwould be pretentious teonclude that by means
of Wei Guanwe can change the reality of Chidamectly, as this would bbased on a
naive reading of the Chinese situation. On theottand, we should not for tlsame
reasons make the mistake of undenesting the importance oWei Guanin social
media. It lowers the threshold of public participation, enabling many people to
express their views and desires. These mesaressions, when combined ttuer,
can form forcefupublic opinion.The fact that some parbf government panic when
faced with public demands in the social media shows that Wei Guan is a force of its
own. Apart from this, he secalledii s u r r o u n drieang thay @eapk @an see
each other. This is very impant. According to Hu (Yee 2011) the problemof
people in contemporary China is not ignorance, but apathy, which is more harmful
than ignorancdt represents a kind of witness and caring about each other on the part
of the citizenrythis will surely encourage grassrogulitical partidpation.
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2.3.2 Grassroots politics 2NVhistle-blowing

Micro-bloggingis China's version of Twitter that allows users to broadcast messages
each of which usally contains 140 characterspgether wih other social networking
sites.It has become wildly paar in China recently. It's often used to break news or
expose scandal§Global Times 20 April 20%)

This is a report from anouthpieceof the PRC Global Timeslt is stated very clearly

thatt hi s A Chi na' soi witeisidedtobrealenwI wott ex pose scal
This showsus one important difference between Siaibo andthe micrablogging

services in cemocratic societies such as Twit which does not really stand out as a
whistle-blower, since the mass media the west enjoy much merfreedom in
whistle-blowing scanda. While in Ching mass media are stilupervied by the

party state scandals of the interest groups are basically excluded from the public
discourse. Ho we v e r , mitrb-thlogging gdople can talk about topics ebr

seen in China's tradi t%, whoiathevicepresidenteadl i a o, s
editorin-chief of Phoenix New Med?a Micro-bloggingin Chinais doing something

similar to whistleblowing.

In a higHy autocraic society like China, those grasstsindividualshave much
lessfreedom compared with people in the westspeak their minds in thgresence of
power. In order to articulate their own voicketgrassrootsreate a secret discourse
that represents a critique of power spoken behind &lcksbof the dominant. At the
same time,lte power groupalso develop a private dialogue about practices and goals
of their rule that cannot be openly avow&tott (199Q 3) uses the terniipublic
transcripb to describe the open, publiiscourses geneed during thenteractiors
between grassroots and power groapd the ternthidden transcrigfor the citique
of power that goes on bastlage,andthe private dialogubetween power groughat
are not heard bthe grassroots

In Ching hidden transcrits used to be hidden very wellh& secret rules of
power groups are seldom heardtbg grassroots, and the critique of power that goes
on offstageusuallyremainsoffstagewithout broad circulationThis can be illustrated
by how those endless mamade dsasters werdealt within China.

Man-made disasters occur with some regularity in China. Many of therfiras
or accidentsat mines and factories and are blamed on corruption, ineptitude, shoddy
production, negligence and-alt push to develop. Sayetules are routinely ignored.

For instance, ir1975, 62 dams in Henan Province crumbled over three days or were
intentionally destroyed in the midst of record rainfalls, killing at least 175,000 people.

% This is Editor's Note for an article publishedGlobal Times on 20 April 2011ertitedd Medi a revol uti on, 1
char act e r(Retrizwed abttpt/viwm.ehina.org.cn/opinion/201d4/20/content_22401953.hfm

% This is one of the interviews included in the aetidledia revolution, 140 characters at a time.

37 Phoenix New Media provides dedicated and comprehensive portals tedueited Chinese audiences of over

100 million. The portals, which are available on internet and mobile platforms, provide news amehfifor

generated from kdepth interviews, commentary columns, and social networks. The key features offered by

Phoeni x New Media help address Chinese netizensé diverse
entertainment.
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Official figures on the disaster were only decldsslifin 2005 and journalists were not
allowed to report in depth on the disadter

However, the emergence of the blogosphehes given the grassrootsa
communicationstoolkit, which allows anyone to becomenanistle-blower. According
to statistics ofSinaWeibo™, 62% of the most influentiahcidens happening in 2010
were brought to light binaWeibowithin one day, 14% withi@days.These hidden
transcriptsgenerally fall into two typesthe scandals of thauthoritiesand the
resistance of the grasste@gainst the power which is also intentionally codeoy
the authorities

Whistle-blowing the scandals of the authorities
In this section, w usethe corruptionissueto illustratehow bloggersvhistle-blow the
scandals of the authorities &maWeibo.

First let us review the public transcriptsabout the corruptionissue. The
following is an excerpt froman official annual report ofthe governmeri s
anticorruption workfor the year 2010 issued by Information Office of the State
Council ertitled China's Efforts to Combat Corruption and Build a Clean
Government?

fiThe CPC and the Chinese government have been making great efforts to combat
corruption and build a clean government, which has yielded notable results. Practice
over the past few decades haoved that the path of combating corruption and
building a clean government with Chinese characteristics conforms to the
fundamental reality that China is still in the primary stage of socialism. It also
conforms to the wish of people of all ethnic greup China as well as the rule in
fighting corruption and safeguarding integriby.

According to this report, the CPC did a very good jolzambatingcorruption and
people are satisfied with tlgovernment. Andhen,let ushave a look athose hidden
transcriptsabout corruptiorthatweredisclosed orSinaWeibo.

In November2 0 1 0, a p ost -blogging ioft & eodrupted nHartyr o
Secretarg  (steown infigure 2.1) got circulated on Sin&Veibo. In the form of a
serial diary, this post recorded the glattork and lifeof a police chief, full of detasl
of powerfor-money and powefor-sex Provoked by the shameless behavior
described in the diary, netizens started to huftemh the prototype and finally they
got him and even publicized his picture om timternet.The PartySecretary in the
diary is Hubei Enshi prefecture public security bureau deputy directoZfiguo,
and this was confirmed by later investigation by the authorities.

38 With reference tdttp:/factsanddetails.com/china.php?itemid=325&catid=13&subcatid=84
3% With reference tdttp://wenku.baid.com/view/5504afc689eb172ded63b735.html
40 Wwith reference tdttp://www.lawinfochina.com/wbk/displayModeTwo.asp?id=72&keyword
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Figure2.1: themicro-blogging of a corrupted Party Setaey

“micro-blogging of a corrupted
4_ — — Party Secretary™

fChe content
pf the diary

‘7“ From: Sina Weibo

English tanslation of the diary conteint Figure2.1:

March, 1999. Finally, the appointment arrives! And now | am the director of |the

public security bureau as | expected! And | am now much closer to the political center

of the prefecture,twi ch means much more opportulnities
Finally, | can say good bye to D county where | have been working for 7 years. ltis in

here that | have degenerated into a corrupt official. Anyway, there is nothing to yearn

for. I am tired ofthe restaurants and women here. | am looking forward to those jnew
opportunities in the larger pool!

Whistle-blowing the resistance of the grassroots

The revolts of the grassroota China are usually intetionally covered by the
authorities to avoid flamng large scale uprisings.After the emergence of
blogosphere in Chinamost grassroots regard whisbewing the covered revoltdy
bloggingas a feasible way to makechangen the existing power relans. It is a
discursive protesdt the micrelevel, an effectve form of grassrootgolitics.

In this section, we focus on severesocial problemin China: fihouse and
demolitiord, to investigate how the hidden transcripfsthe revolts of farmersare
being whistleblown on SinaWeibo.

First, let us havea look at the p bl i ¢ transcri pts with re
demol itiono afgurelPmonstrated i n
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Figure2.2 President Hu Jintao is visitingw-income families in Beijing

il
™
Y Ad

According to Xinhua News Agenc80" Dec2010- Chinese PresidentiHlintao has
visited lowincome families in Beijing ahead of the New Yedu dropped in on the
low-rent apartment in east Beijing wheredXhunping and hedaughter live Guo,
renting the twebedroom apartment frorthe government told the president that
thanks to the lowent housing policy, she and her daughter could finally settle
down. iWe did not have a stable place

t o

we finally feel at home and®*safe, o she

From the publictranscripts, it seems that people aegisfied with the current
housingpolicies and the authorities and common citizans enjoying a harmonious
relationWhile at the same timehe hidden trascripts which reflect the fierce
conflicts caused by demitbn canbe found frequently oB8ina Weibo

The following is a postretrieved from Sina Weibotitled A demolition squad
come t o oluis compoded ci gedatof photod’ andhas been forwarded
more than 2000 timess illustratedn figure 2.3

41 With reference tdnttp://www.dawanews.com/chinabiz_view.asp?id=9832
2 These photos are picturingrious violence demolitioimcidents occurring in Chinahich are hardly seem
the public discourseHere he bloggehas edited them togethas a serial.
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Figure2.3 A demolition squad comgéso our Vvi |l |l ageé

L r o

st ErAERT, B 2010k EE BT DT

@R FEsuniszl : ¥ B%E T IR C >

Fomardmg 2196 |
+ i A EEAE BT EHEY¥ Comments: 593

A demolition
squad come fo
our village...

29



&ollowing is power, 8rroundingGaze changes Chire2011

To conclude, hose hidden transcripghow another aspect of demolition, which is
composed of conflicts and violenc&he publication of thesd&idden constraist
enables the gsssroots to realize the constraints that they are suffaridghe rights
they should haveyhich is actually a kind of enlightenmedtpart from this, just like
what grassroots may achieve Wyei Guan(i s ur r o u n §i whisgeblgwing e 0
also enables pple to see each other and understand each other, realizing the
existence of each othérhis represents a kind of witness and caring about each other
on thepart of the participants in the Chinddegosphere

Whistle-blowing usuallyconcerndragile pieces of news rather than systematic
descriptions of a story. These news pieces are usually not accurate, complete, and
verified, and the authors of the news can be anyone who has access to the
micro-blogging service, not necessarily a journalist with afggate in the traditional
sense, this is why the unverified messages on nbilogs are usually defined as
gossip or rumors by the authorities and excluded from dominant distourse

However, rumors and gossip are possibly perhaps the most deadly ways of
speaking; when they are defined as a type of grassroots politics and used as a weapon
for the grassroots individuals to fight for their rights, they may have the power to
damage the best system.

2.3.3 The social progress led toy the Chinese blogosphere
AChinese bloggers were not only a group I
important force in real life. The online public opinions can even influence government
policyyma ki ng o, said Gao Lulin, deput¥% head o
Variousforms of grassroots politics conducted in the blogosphere, rather than lead to
a radical revolution, would lead to more subtle social proghbgssncouraging
Chi nese gartmigaton m @ublg discussion, supervising the abuse of state
power and irproving the communication betwetre government anthe grassroots.
As far as thisstudy is concerned,ne progresghat the Chinese blogosphereas
facilitatedis havinginfluenced theolicy-making procedure of the govenent
A prominent exampleof this point is the Sun ZhigangIncident which
incidentally prompted revising the law of population mobilization. It is labeled as

progress within Chinads | egal system.

Sun Zhigang, a college graduate, was working in Guangzhou after moving away
fromhishore i n Hubei Province in the spring of
obtained his temporary residency permit. He was arrested for vagrancy and taken to a
detention center. Sun wasnét all owed to ve

43 E.g., the leadingnouth piecenewspaper of Chinese governméltina Dailypublished an article titleHow to

get rid of rumors in a micrdlogging era?n the §' August 2011.

# Xinhua News Agency, January 7, 2009.The Internet SociethinfaCdevoted to tracking development of the
Internet in China, is a negovernment institution sponsored by 70 organs, including Internet service providers,
network access carriers and research institufeish (reference to
http://www.china.org.cn/china/news/2009/07/content17067885.him

a4
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the clerks wdking in the detention center and died in the following hours. The news

story rapidly spread across the Internet through reposting on portal sites, the creation

of an online memorial page, online protests and petitions against police brutality, and
forums dscussing the vagrancy of law. This civic voice rapidly developed into a
forceful public opinion, and three months
was abolished and a new vagrancy law was issued according to which detention of the
homeless isliegal™.

Another aspect that Chinese blogosphere contributes to the development of
virtual democracy in China is igositive influence orthe communication between
the authorities and the grassroots individuals.

The Internet itself is a revolution. ltaB completely changed the way people
communicate In the case of China, the Internet has greatly changed the
communication between the authorities and grassnoetizens So far this study
mainly discusse£hinese grassroots | o g gféortsst@® enhancehe influence of
counter discourses and construct a discursive blogosphere; whil€Hhimese
authorities are generally referréd as the executoof the Internetcensorshipand
speech contrplor asthe beneficiary of the authoritarian regintéowever, canges
really take placgradually along with the development of the blogosphespecially
in the wag the authoritiecommunicate with grassrootdoggers One prominent
exampleof this is the emergencef a great number o6Government Micreblogs
Accordng to the firste port on Chi na 6-blog&oup ® ehMaem t Mi cr o
2011, there had beabout 2400 Government Mictdogs in China, among which,

1708 Government Micrblogsareverified accounts

The first government official micrblog was staed by the public security
bureau ofZhaoqging Cityinsouttt hi nadés Gu an gndebrugry 2PI0AsV i nc e
far as our data is concerned, t24" February 2011, about 3000 government
departments and 1200 individual government officials have openedsihaiveibo
accounts. They use mictogs as a way tpublicizepolicy announcements and other
information, as well atb hear complaints and opiniofrem the public. As far as we
have observed, those online governmental miblogs have at least improvedo
aspects of communication compared with the traditional bureaucratic style.

The first changeis that micreblogs help officialsdiscard officiatspeak,
pre-packaged Party jargon, afehrn how to communicate with peopiéth the right
language style

% There are many comments on the social significance of Sun Zhigang Incident, which acknowledge that the
public opinion formed on the iatnet has led to the progress in legal system of China. The following article is a
representative one of these comments:

On the Internet as the platform for forming public opinionih reference to
http://bbs.ifeng.com/viewthread.php?tid=1935015###

48 |ssued by Fudan University on 22 April 201 Retrieved at
http://www.bjcity.cn/show.php?contentD6177.htrh
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Figure 2.4 is not a spoof created for fun, but a notice issued by a local police
authority - FuTian Police Station of Shenzhen City reminding citizens of
swindleré’.

Figure2.4: A notice by a local police authorityrittenin PAOXIAOTI*®

welbocom/expd

47 Retrievedat http://focus.szonline.net/Channel/201105/20110510/332741.shtm
48 A new internet Chineswriting style (Roaring Stylefpatured by a fixed form full of rhetorical questions and
exdamation marks to express strong emotion but also a knowing senserobs&try.
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English translated version of the notice:

Your attention Please!

Stop and have a look!

Are you ready to guard against swindlers?
So much online cheating!!!! Yes or no!!!

Fakematchmaking clubs, yes oohi!!
Fake exceptional price tickets, yes or no!!ll

|l am sure you have experienced tlhe above ai

All of them are swindlers!!!! My friends!!!

Contact us at 88899110
Or at:/http://weibo.com/futiangongan
You have kept all these informabn i n your mind, havenot

The notice was written i nA BRvacreatédd®dy thed ,
netizens and circulatezh the internet. But now, is used in an official document for
routine work of the government. This demonssaievaluable discourse style change
made by Government Mictblogs.

The second improvement the Government Miglmgs have made is that the
authorities respond much more quickdythe questions the bloggewsed. Usually,
guestions will be answered ontieey are asked, and problems will be followed
through once they are raised. Figa® illustrates a Micreblog opened by a local
government department Hefei, the capital city of Anh province. This department
is in charge of the demolition and mewed a large neighborhood in Hef&ity. In
the beginning, they encountered fierce resistance from the residents. Then they started
a micrablog on SinaNeibo with a nice name, and a female identityeyl have done
a good job in communicating withe restlentsin the neighborhood onlings well as
other bloggersanswering any questions and trying to be responsible for anyeprsbl
raised by people
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Figure2.5. The Microblog of a local government department in charge of the demolition and
movein of alarge neighborhood in Hefeiitg
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In sum,taking advantage of the openness, swiftness and interactiviness of the
Internet, Chinese grassroots bloggers successfully exihendhfluence of critical
discourses in Chinese society by bloggingwNcritical elements begin to receive
wide attention, exerting an increasingly powerful impact on policy making as well as
the communication between the government and the grassroots individuals. These
improvements promiseven moreggradual democratic progress@ina.

2.4 The discourse style othe Chinese blogsphere

As a type of public sphere, the blogospheransarea of discursive relations, a
theater for debating and deliberatifgrticipans in the blogospherase discourseto
render meaningful everaspect of thesocial structure andhe power relations
involved. Sq, discourse analysis is centralthe studyof blogosphereAnalyzing how
meanings are consicted at different levels of thos#iscourse and what power
relationshavecontextualizedhem will help understand th defining characteristics of
Chineseblogosphere
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However,it is more difficult to analyzeliscourse producedn a blogosphere
The reasons arefirst, the powerful multmedia function develagd by
micro-blogging services makeshe discourse field much more convolyted all
possible medidorms can be thecomponents of a discourseXts, images, pictures,
audios, videos, symbols, and sg;osecond micro-bloggingtends to cutinformation
into small pieces of discoursevhichare scattered around every corner of the virtual
world. Oneneed to pick the piecesip one by oneandinvestigate how the meaning
is realized. These factors have beemhancedin Ching making the discourses
produced in the Chinese blogosphere even neorevoluted than on the western
micro-blogging servicesThemainreason lies in the fathatthe repeated attempts at
statecontrol over the Interneforce Chinese blogget® be very careful withitheir
manner of expressioi.aking alvantage of the powkd functions of blogging and
micro-blogging services Chinese bloggers have created many highly
contextdependentiscourseswhich requiremore contexts tmbtain an appropriate
interpretation.

In the remaining part of this section, we are going to aeasome discourses
produced on Sina Weibo, whiotonsistof various characters, textsnemesand
metaphorsusually contairing profound political, social and culturameaning pithy
symbolism and dark humott is purposely createtly bloggers on Sin&Veibo to
bypasscensorshi@ndexpress their feelings and opinions

Let us look at some of thdiscourses circulatedn SinaWeibo during the night
of 8th October, right after the announcementiof Xiaobd t ~ winning the
Nobel Peace PriZer 2010

First, in order to get around the &tr censorshipploggersdeployed various
means to ref er . .tToeselword gaXes avarrb their svaystlarongh the
censorship system, evolving from a new word form or phrase to some established
democratic codesThe folowing variants of thename Liu Xiaobo™ *t ”
appeared on Sin&/eiboduring the night of 8th October

Xl)-~bo

A0 is a homomaynm dhbod i so the Pinyin for
ttb‘g‘{m

A0 Iis a hdmwmoenyom iosf rledupd.i cati on of
*=3B0.

A 0O means fsomeo, as in fi Some MAnd Smi
ABOO i s thed.Pinyin for i

ENESE

ASome Nobel -HereiNisen asronym feriNabel.
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Xl TE
A 0O is the given name fabricated by the b
suwggesting Liu's fia | statement A 10, wirich \ne deliNeved B me mi e s

Chinese court in 2009 before he was jailed.
AP 2 -

is a rhetorical wayn Chineseto refer to someone that tispeaker does mo
want to, or canrtcaddress directly.

X,

Here, some puwituation marks are insertecetiveen the three characters oL
Xi aobobds name.

XU FI-F.
Literaly AiLi u Pleaoed.s a given name made up by
A P e a swggesting LikKiaobowinning the Nobel Peace Prize.

Among these wor d ,tesensdypichexdmple whiclgses: n a me

Congratul ati ons! ASensitive wordo won 201
Prize!
Here, he first sensitive word refers foL Xiua o°bfo 60 ~ , andthesecond

~

sensitive word referstd No b e | 0 ~ and the thirdone réderstoi P& ace o
~ ,which were all set as the sensitive words to be blocked from 4lcgging
during theincident The bl ogger c¢creatively wu)goed the t
replace those forbidden terms, expressed his feelings towardscithentin a quite
humorous and artful way.

In the following, | try to interpret some posts publicized on Sina Weibo during
the night of the 8 of October 2010:
.To a prisone3r9AOPNMNA46NE fabricated charge
locked your body withhains, trying to destroy your soul with loneliness. However,
you dipped ink from the ashes of the revolutionary victims and composed the most
brilliant poem in history.
Il n this post a metonymy is wused. The smar
pr i s withem aéxact longitudéatitude location which actually is the location of
the prison where Liu Xiaobo is jailed.
. Today, I am €é.am happyé.the whole stammer
€. youé.you know what | mean.
In this post, a metaphorical referencelte speaking style ofil Xiaobo is usedwho
is a sammer.
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3. You may say I'm a dreamer. But I'm not the only one. | hope someday you'll join us.
And the worldwill be as one
John L en o madsigaotediwre to express thesirefor freedom
4. Did | say anything? Absolutely nothing! Because | know that all the posts here will be
fiRiver Cralb e d . 0
By emphasi zing Al shas affeadysuffibidntty gamveyed what bl o g g
he really wanted to sagecond, a Chinese IntermaemefiRiver Cralo ( ), which
is a near homophone of another Chinese phrase ™ which can be translated as
i h ar moisused éaye asymbolic defiance of the widespread Internet censorship
in China.

Large amount ofmetaphoric discoursescreated by the Chinesgrassroat
bloggersmakethe Chineseblogospherea highly contextdependenbne In order to
interpretthe discoursesppropriately one need to understad the onlinelanguage
practicesvery well andit is also a musfor him/herto be good atexploiing the
extensve political, economic andsocial contextsof China to understand the
complicatedpower relations thdielpgenerate these discourses.

Figure2.6is a typical casefdighly context dependenliscourseon SinaWeibao,
posted on the night ofhe 8" October 2010 when the Nobel Peace Prize was
announced

Figure2.6. A post on Sina Weibo dime night ofthe &h October 2010

7 Eﬁfg Sina Weibo :

I &ina.com.cn

51708, RS- AR, HEL ARE, PEG. A H.

“Write a poem, hug everyone you
10BaH 1739 % Bsnpesim| encounter, invite them for a drink, and
0 then, weep alone.”

At 17:39, on the ka, chaber;
From Sina Weibo

3

1 n-n.n £ oF W ety e Sn WTHAEE CEAT aeE

There is onlyonesentencen this piece of discourse, lackingreceding or following
context. The sentence literarilyne a N\ite & poem, hug everyone you encounter,
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invite them for a drink, and then, weep alene. Thi s seems | i Gle a per
expression. However, with moreontexs being exploredfurther, the implied
meaningof this textgradually emerged.

Firstly, the exactiine of the post, at7:39,0n 8" October 2010, is exactly the
time when the Nobel Peace Prize was announced by the Nobel Prize Committee.
Secondly, the identity of the blogggives us furthecues for interpretation.

Figure2.7. The homepage of Gong Xiay ue 6s bl og on Sina Weibo

From the profile at the top of the homepage, as displayédure 2.7, we know that
t he bl namgegisSond Xiaoyue from Changsha, a southern city of Chiiiae
logo of his personal home page $iha Weibogoes like his: a better attitude for
doing media busined8svhen you are in the room, be in the rqamhich implies that
he is a media person. By reading mofdis posts, we learthat he is the chief editor
of Xiao xiang ChenBao, a leading critical newspaper ini@d He is also a verified
real name bloggr with almost 80 thousand fariEhere are also links on his profile,
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